
LYME BAY HIGHLIGHTS 2021 
 

After so many restrictions on our lives due to the Covid 19 pandemic, it was with great pleasure that 

we were able to resume our Lyme Bay day trips once again this summer. In the capable hands of our 

expert Naturetrek guide, Tom Brereton, two back-to-back trips in July got the season off to a great 

start.  

In perfect weather the first trip recorded Ocean Sunfish, Grey Seal, good numbers of Common 

Dolphin (which had just arrived in the Bay for the summer), several Balearic Shearwater and an 

excellent count of Harbour Porpoise, totalling 36 (a record day total for these trips). The next day 

was windier but was marked by great views of Common Dolphins and Balearic Shearwaters.  

The highlight of two back-to-back trips in late August was the astonishing numbers of Balearic 

Shearwaters - including a record 360 on the 27th! It was a little choppy at times on both days but 

superb views of Common Dolphin were ample compensation.  Seabird variety was excellent on these 

August trips with European Storm-petrel, Sooty Shearwater and Great Skua seen on both trips, and 

both Pomarine and Arctic Skua on the 26th. 

Our two trips in September proved highly productive. On the 16th we steamed east, then southwest 

and finally north covering just over 80 miles. This was a great trip for Common Dolphin, with 

frequent sightings throughout the day with a total of 200 counted.  Seabird variety was excellent 

with three species of shearwater, Little Gull, European Storm-petrel, two species of tern (including a 

large feeding flock), Arctic and Great Skua.  Visible migration was evident throughout the day as 

well, with sightings of wagtails, larks, hirundines and Red Admiral butterflies. Other highlights 

included Bluefin Tuna and Harbour Porpoise. 

On the 17th, the forecast was not so good, with 

a stiff south-easterly breeze. We took it steady 

heading east then took an anticlockwise course 

towards the coast, as it was bumpy offshore. 

Inshore there were masses of Kittiwakes, 

attracting Arctic and Great Skuas, and once 

again we had excellent views of Common 

Dolphin and Harbour Porpoise. As the sea 

surprisingly smoothed off in the afternoon, we 

had brief views of two Minke Whales, Balearic 

Shearwater and, best of all, close views of a 

stunning juvenile Long-tailed Skua. Towards the 

end of the day a Bluefin Tuna breached right beside the boat and was a fantastic way to finish off the 

season. 

Our Lyme Bay cruises have not only been a great experience for those who joined the trips but have 

also generated valuable survey data for the charity Marinelife. This dedicated band of marine 

biologists have been working with statutory conservation agencies to evaluate the importance of the 

Bay for priority species such as the Balearic Shearwater, Bottlenose Dolphin and White-beaked 

Dolphin. For the latter species, Marinelife has proposed the creation of a marine nature reserve 

Arctic Skua 



(Marine Conservation Zone) to operate in partnership with the Wildlife Trusts. The data obtained 

from Naturetrek trips has formed a key body of supporting evidence for this proposal.  

Our 2022 sailing dates are now available to book so, to ensure you do not miss any of the action, 

please check our website (Tour Code GBR09) or contact Andy Tucker on 01962 733051 or email 

andy@naturetrek.co.uk 
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